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"Independent living  

is everything to me."

-Thomas

Opening  Doors  to  Independence



If you are like me this past year has been a roller coaster of emotion with 

uncertainty for the non-profit sector and for people with disabilities and 

the elderly. With a new administration in the White House and a state 

fiscal crisis in Alaska there was plenty to keep us all up at night 

wondering how changes would negatively impact our consumers. 

Regardless of political views, I think we can all agree that protecting the 

rights and dignity of people with disabilities and elder Alaskans is 

something we all believe in. 

As a supporter of Access Alaska, I know you care about the rights of 

people with disabilities who are most vulnerable to legislative changes 

and budgetary constraints. Perhaps you, yourself have a disability , are 

elderly , or most certainly have a friend or family member that is 

vulnerable. After all , as Ed Robert’s (father of the independent living 

movement) once put it, “we are all temporarily able-bodied.”  In any case , 

there is a great amount of stress expressed by those individuals that are 

unsure about their future to live independently in their homes and 

community. 

However , political change and fiscal uncertainty is nothing new to the 

disability rights movement. In fact, some of the greatest strides have been 

taken during periods of unrest. Threats galvanize determination, 

uncertainty spurs commitment to ideals and pressure is countered with 

resistance. Therefore we remain optimistic and together we will work to 

ensure that all people have equal access to; education, employment, 

housing , transportation and socialization as full participants in our 

community. 

A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This past year we were able to serve over 700 

consumers from our (5) offices in Fairbanks, 

Wasilla, Anchorage , Kenai and Dillingham. We are 

now serving over 16 villages in Western Alaska 

with Consumer Directed - Personal Care 

Assistance Services. 

Douglas White 

Executive Director

  

Please continue to join us and support the 

independent living movement in Alaska. Share 

our vision of Alaska being a place where every 

elder and person with a disability is empowered 

to advocate for full integration in their 

community of choice as an active , engaged and 

valued member. 



VALUES

Alaska is a place where every elder and person with a disability is 

empowered to advocate for full integration in their community of 

choice as an active , engaged, and valued member.  

Access Alaska encourages and promotes the total integration of people 

who experience a disability and elder Alaskans to live independently in 

the community of their choice.  

• Integrity 

• Excellence 

• Choice 

VIS ION

MISS ION

Seth Whitten 

Board President 

 

Eric Spangler 

Vice President 

 

Mladen Begojevic 

Treasurer 

 

Lacey Eshlemen 

Secretary 

 

Neil Hickok 

 

Sara Cheney 

 

Jill Skidmore Erickson

Board of Directors

• Consumer Control 

• Advocacy 

• Empowerment 

• Dignity 

• Community-Based 

Seth Whitten, Board President at our Disability Obstacle 

Course at the Tanana Valley State Fair 
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CONSUMER STORIES

Ron- Dying with Dignity  

Gina - Moving Out on Her Own

Gina moved to Alaska to live with her sister after having survived two 

car accidents in Las Vegas. The first accident took the life of her friend 

and left her with a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). The second accident 

compounded the effects of her TBI. In Alaska she found herself 

dependent on her sister, living in her basement with her two dogs. 

Her sister also became her representative payee to handle all of her 

financial matters. 

Trying to gain better control of her life she started counseling and 

later began attending a peer support group at Access Alaska where 

she met other women with similar experiences. She soon began 

meeting regularly with an Independent Living Advocate and 

expressed her desire to have more control over her life. She found 

encouragement, took a budgeting class and began looking for an 

apartment. She has now moved into her own apartment and is in 

control of her own finances and her own life. 

When Ron first came to Access Alaska he was living out of his car, his Social 

Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) payments had stopped, he had a very 

serious medical condition, and he did not know where to turn. Ron 

introduced himself with pride and hesitation. He hated asking for help and 

couldn’t believe after years of hard work he had lost everything so abruptly. 

During his time working as a truck driver he sustained a very serious injury 

resulting in a fatal condition that impacted his mobility, sleep and general 

health, leaving Ron homeless and broke.  

Ron’s first independent living goal was to get his SSDI payments reinstated. 

With encouragement from his Independent Living Advocate (ILA) Ron called 

Senator Murkowski.  Within days Ron was notified that an error had been 

made and his payments would be reinstated. Ron was so proud of making 

this call on his own. Previously this was something he thought incapable of 

doing. 

  
With his SSDI payments Ron wanted to move into an accessible place to call home. His requests 

were to have a warm place for him, his dog, and where his sons and grandchild could visit. Ron 

came to his ILA with a list of available apartments, and they practiced questions to ask a landlord 

which he did independently. With his newly discovered self-advocacy skills, Ron was able to secure 

and move into an apartment within days. 

The last time Ron came into Access Alaska he reported feeling happy, comfortable, and so relieved 

to be off of the streets. He said that after losing everything, he finally felt things were falling into 

place. He was rejuvenated, hopeful, and content.  Two days later Ron passed away suddenly in his 

home. While the news was initially a shock, it became a feeling of gratitude to have walked along 

side him.  It was truly an honor to journey with him to achieve the goals that positively changed his 

life in his final months.  Ultimately, Ron was able to die with dignity in a place where he felt safe, 

warm, and comfortable as a result of his ability to address his fears and focus on his happiness and 

independence.   
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Karl- When Life Changes 

I started attending the Brain 

Injury Support group in 

Fairbanks at Access Alaska. 

There I met other people like 

me and with the help of an 

Independent Living Advocate, 

I learned to do things on my 

own again and I began to feel 

hopeful about my life. 

"I learned to do things on my 

own again and I began to feel 

hopeful about my life."

I had my first seizure in 5th grade. I didn’t think that much of it at the time. I grew up in Fox, Alaska 

and enjoyed riding bikes and playing in the woods with my siblings and other kids in the area. After 

high school was when things really started to change. 

I was attending the University of Alaska at Fairbanks when I had my first simple partial seizure. I 

remember feeling awkward and embarrassed and when I went to see a Neurologist she thought 

that I was drinking too much. I knew something wasn’t right. I had several grand mal seizures after 

that before a MRI showed a tumor the size of a fist on my brain.  At this point I was frightened but 

there was nothing else to do but have it surgically removed. Immediately after the surgery I got 

married and moved to Montana to go to college. Life was changing very quickly. 

After the procedure I had 

trouble speaking and 

communication was difficult. It 

was also hard to be around 

noise because I couldn’t 

understand or respond to what 

was going on around me. I 

needed assistance in college as 

reading and writing took so 

much more time. 

We moved back to Fairbanks 

and discovered that the tumor 

was back. I was sure I was 

going to die. I was scared and 

didn’t know how to handle it. I 

went to the University of 

Washington and the surgery 

went very well.  However, 

communication became 

harder again.  In addition, I lost 

balance, memory and vision. 

Due to many stressors my 

marriage was challenged and 

eventually ended in divorce. At 

this time I had four children, I 

was broke, on my own and 

didn’t feel like I fit in anywhere. 

This past year I moved to Anchorage to be close to my kids. I started attending the Brain Injury 

Support group at Access Alaska in Anchorage. It was great to connect to other people that 

understood me. Then an amazing thing happened.  I got a job in the Durable Medical Equipment 

Loan Closet at Access Alaska! This job has been a great connection and has stirred a passion in me. I 

see other people every day with similar situations and I can understand and help them with their 

challenges. Assisting other people truly hits the spot!  

                                                                                                                             - Karl, DME Specialist 
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Youth Program: Pathway to Employment

The National Council on Independent 

Living (NCIL) held their Annual 

Conference in Washington, DC this 

past summer. This year’s theme, 

Revolution – A Global Independent 

Living Movement brought leaders 

from around the world. During the 

International IL Summit, disability 

advocates from 19 countries 

developed the World Independent 

Living Network (WIN). 

The conference was attended by over 

1,000 participants from 80 countries 

with over 2,000 people attending the 

March and Rally. The voice of the 

Independent Living community 

carried throughout the streets of 

Washington, D.C. ending at the U.S. 

Capitol. At the Rally, we heard from 

disability rights advocates, Members 

of Congress, and others on the 

commitment to disability and civil 

rights and the need for action. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE YEAR

Access Alaska provides youth with disabilities real life work 

experience to assist them in transitioning into adulthood. People 

with disabilities have the highest unemployment rates in the 

country. Therefore, developing pathways to employment for youth 

is a key to independent living. 

The Pre-Employment and Transition Skills program in Fairbanks is 

supported by the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR). The 

Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) high schools were engaged 

in referring youth to the program, with 59 youth participating and 

14 organizations providing real life, on-site work experiences. 

One youth had such an amazing work ethic while at Old Navy that 

the manager approached the youth to apply and he was hired 

before the summer program had finished. Another youth found her 

passion while working at the Alaska Service K9s, a service dog 

training program. With her new found passion and confidence she 

presented her experience at the FNSB school board meeting and is 

now working with Access Alaska and DVR to participate in work 

experience with Cold Spot. 

Access Alaska would like to thank the local organizations that opened up their businesses to youth to 

have these experiences. We also thank the FNSB and especially Kendall Automotive for donating a 

van for the Summer program.  We are proud of our youth! 

Annual Conference on Independent Living 
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HB  16

Alaska House Bill 16, referred to as 

the Disability Training and 

Identification Bill was signed into 

law by Governor Walker in May of 

2017.  This bill was the vision of a 

few Fairbanks disability 

advocates, WallBuster’s Advocacy 

Group and Access Alaska that 

grew into a statewide crusade in 

October of 2012 when 

Representative Steve Thompson 

and his staff, Lynette Berg and 

Jane Pierson became the driving 

force and sponsor of the vision.   

Access Alaska and WallBusters of Fairbanks held 

their annual American’s with Disabilities Act 

awareness event at the Tanana Valley Fair, with 

event booths, a disability obstacle course and 

wheelchair basketball exhibitions. The event 

hosted 18 Fairbanks social service agencies and 

facilitated over 200 participants in the wheelchair 

obstacle course. Representatives of each 

organization also conducted accessible surveys at 

vendor booths to continue their efforts to ensure 

accessibility and inclusion for all. 

Tanana Valley Fair – Disability Awareness Event 

Police, probation and correction officers are now required to take courses on how to interact 

appropriately with people that have hidden disabilities such as; traumatic brain injury, post- 

traumatic stress disorder, autism, etc. Without this awareness and training an officer may 

misinterpret behavior or actions of a person with a disability resulting in negative outcomes. 

This legislation also allows people with disabilities to get voluntary icons on their driver’s license or 

identification cards. This identification will alert officers that they are interacting with someone with 

a disability and respond in an effective and respectful manner.  

Governor Walker at the Tanana Valley State Fair, 

trying out our Disability Obstacle Course

Governor Walker signing HB 16 into law.

Access Alaska 2017 Annual Report



Durable Medical 
Equipment Loans 

Developmental 

Disability 

Program: 18 

Intakes and Referrals Advocacy

Programs and Services 

Independent Living Programs 

Consumer Directed 
Personal Care Services 

Medicare Counseling 
and Outreach 

Nursing Home Transitions 

                 individuals received 

information, resources, referrals 

and assistance

                 individuals received 

Durable Medical Equipment Loans 

       individuals moved out of 

nursing facilities and into their 

own homes

Passed HB 16 

Fought repeal of the Affordable 

Care Act 

Supported the Disability 

Integration Act 

Lobbied against HB 620 -ADA 

Education Reform Bill

Ongoing effort for equal access to 

housing, transportation, healthcare 

education, and employment

         school aged youth received 

transition services in the classroom 

and through summer vocational skills 

training sessions

4,124

2,132 

63

12

Peer Groups
WallBusters/Systems Advocacy

Traumatic and Acquired Brain Injury 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Visually Impaired

       individuals with Traumatic and 

Acquired Brain Injuries received 

case management, independent 

living skills and peer group support

70

            individuals across disabilities 

received a variety of services to assist 

them in living independently

263

       individuals received low vision 

and mobility skills training for the 

Visually Impaired

44

625        Seniors received information 

and assistance with enrollment

370       individuals received direct 

care support for activities of 

daily living 

18       individuals with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities received 

independent living skills teaching and 

self-advocacy services
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WE COULDN'T  DO IT  WITHOUT YOU!

Integrity Circle $251-$500 

Mladen Begojevic 

Albert Bell 

Gap Foundation C/O Cybergrants 

Lesa Chambers 

Fairbanks Emblem Club #109 

Kroger Fred Meyer 

Alaska Brain Injury Network 

Bruce and Ann Jamieson 

Pharen Lopez 

Tina Matthews 

Michael M. Reisman 

Ritchie Family Charitable Fund 

Eric Spangler 

Yourcause Wells Fargo Community Support 

Dignity Circle $101-$250 

Anonymous Donors (1) 

Frank Box 

Linda Bruemmer 

Kathleen L Chapados 

John and Sandra Christopherson 

Donna Dinsmore 

Jeff Frizzell 

Timothy Higdon 

Monte Jordan 

Annette Koth 

Kate Lehn and Yolanda Mesa  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Catherine and Robert Maxell 

Ann Moghaddas 

Barnes & Noble 

Fairbanks North Star School District 

Jill Skidmore-Erickson 

Pricilla Steer 

SueEllen Tatter 

Suzanne Waugaman 

Jeffery Wertz 

Thank you to all our 2017 donors

Advocacy Circle $1,001-$5,000 

Dena Doublex 

Golden Valley Electric Foundation, Inc, GoodCents 

Mat Su Health Foundation 

Rasmuson Foundation 

Foundation Health Partners 

Passion Circle $501-$1,000 

Jeffrey Cook 

AlasConnect 

Susan Gaudin 

George Hisamoto 

John Fitzgerald and Jenniene Williamson 

Rotary Club of Fairbanks 

Alliant Insurance Services 

Arta Louise Smith 

Inclusion Circle $1-$100 

Anonymous Donors (40) 

Francis Adams 

Jamie Adler 

James Aguiar 

Garnett and James 

Ahkiviana 

Ella Alder 

Mandy Ames 

Gina Asher 

Raymond Barker 

Rose Baumes 

John Beehee 

Paula S Berggren 

Sidney Bertz 

Gloria Berube 

Janice Blanchard 

Panfalion Blazado 

Jeff Blevans 

Mark Bonty 

Kimberly Booth 

James M Bowler 

Harry Brod 

Diane Brooks 

Elizabeth Brown 

Natalie Brucher 

Jeff Buchholz 

Brian Bunn 

Virgina Burbridge 

Paula Burgan 

Rebecca Burns 

Sherry Butler 

Marilyn Byman 

Linda Casassa 

Sara Cheney 

Chris Clark 

Bill Cole 

Robert L Connor 

Denise Corell 

Mark Crawly 

Dave Critchfield 

Warren Cummings 

Susan Davelsteen 

Cynthia Davis 

Daniel James Davis 

Letty Deloatch 

Luiz Deoliveria 

Vivian Disento 

Roland Dixon 

Barb Doty 

Jeff Dotz 

Stand Down 

Diane Dummer 

Leslie Dunehew 

Christine Dunlap 

James and Margaret Durst 

Theodore Ellsworth 

Laurel Epps 

Lacey Eshleman 

Norma Facer 

David Falsey 

Martin Figuera 

Vera Flowers 

Bert Foss 

Antonia Fowler 

Vera Fusk 

Jason Gardner 

Debra Gariepy 

Wayne Gibson 

Christopher Gill 

Laura Goggins 

Mary Graber 

Erik Grafe 

Norman Grantham 

Charles Gray 

Anne Habza 

Burnie Hall 

Alex A Haman 

Glenda Hanson 

Dale Hartzler 

Rebecca Hauser 

Barbara Hayes 

Mabel Herning 

Julia Hetze 

Retah HICKS 

Thomas M Hicks 

Charles Hinde 

Deborah Horner 

Mckyla Hunter 

Anchorage School District I&R 

Anuska Ishnook 

Robert Jackson 

Lisa Jamieson 

Pamela Jarvis 

Barbara Jensen 

Jerry Jones 

Susan G Jones 

Debbi Jorzabski 

Johnathan K 

Eiku Kawaba 

Pamela  Keane 

Wesley P Keele 

Rodman Kieft 

Donna Knight 

Erin Knotek 

Tony Knowles 

Kerry Knudtzon 

Arthur and Anne Konefal 

Deborah Koons 

Mark and Leslie Kroloff 

Richard Kruger 

Natalie Liazenby 

Chuen-Sen Lin 

Ken Lisbourne 

Reba Lowe 

Pamela Lund 

Mark Lynch 

Debra M 

Vincenza Marrari 

Steve Martz 

Lois McClellan 

Michael McGill 

Mike McGrath 

Norma McKee 

Kent McMartin 

Patricia Lee McNiven 

Eloisa Melgar 

Christine Menelons 

Frederich Moore 

Mabel Morgan 

Charles Mowery 

Marie Myerchin 

Mark Nordman 

Lois Nunweiler 

Harriett Oberg 

Chris Olsen 

Michael O'Neill 

Dorothy Ostanik 

Anna Marie Oudal 

Gloria Ouellette 

Tom Parker 

Naomi and Jay Pasachoff 

Sharon Peek 

Betsy Pelkan 

Jack Perry 

Maria Peterson 

Josie Phillips 

Michael Potter 

Denise Rader 

Elmer Rader 

Jenny and Charles Ray 

Allison Rein 

Leon Ringering 

Martha Roth 

JULIE Runyan 

Jackie Russell 

Marilyn Russell 

James Rustad 

Carol Ryan 

Cornella Ryon 

Jhon Sackett 

Elisabeth Sager 

Charlote Sartor 

Janet Schichines 

Bill Schlegel 

Florence Schlegel 

Michael Schmoker 

Joel Schwartz 

Mufeed Shaheed 

Ellen and Jon Sharpe 

Darlene Shultz 

Georgia Siah 

Roy O Siah 

Darwin Silver 

Maryann Simmerman 

Vernon Sisto 

Montie Bearyl Slusher 

Amazon Smile 

Alice Smiley 

Jerome Smith 

Janie Snyder 

Anita Soiseth 

Vernon  Stanford 

Mike Stephan 

Dianne Stevens 

Linda Stowers 

Doreen Sullivan 

Mary Swanson 

Edna Syfko 

Tamara T 

Ron Teel 

Joan Thayer 

Ephenia Thomas 

George Tillman 

Wendell Tipton 

Syrilyn Tong 

Delores Torrigino 

Darryl Troutman 

Paul Twardock 

Chris Van Breukelen 

Greg Vanagel 

Lallenia Venarchick 

Donna Vinberg 

Mary Walter 

Nevada Walton 

Jordan Weed 

Linda Wetzel 

Daniel White 

Douglas White 

Janet White 

Seth Whitten 

Daniel Whittle 

Geoffry Wildridge 

Diane Wilke 

Judith  Wilkins 

Calaya Williams 

Gary Wing 

Fred Wolflen 

Scott Wyatt 

George Ziegler 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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Access Alaska has a blended funding stream from state and federal revenue 

comprised of  grants, fee for service and donations. State department cuts and 

Federal uncertainty has created a real challenge for the non-profit sector.  

Fortunately Access Alaska maintains a strong position with assets that carry us 

through difficult times.  Additionally we are good stewards of resources while we 

continually strive  to reduce costs while diversifying funding opportunities. 

For financial details please go to www.accessalaska.org and view our most recent 

990 report and audited financial statement.
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Donations

Grants
Administration

Programs and Services

Revenue

Grants

Donations

Earned Income

Total Revenue

Expenses

Administration

Programs and Services

Total Expenses

$1 ,904,229

$     53,418

$7 ,093,286

$9,050,934

$9,193,160

$2,287 ,858

$6 ,905,302

Access Alaska, Inc.

Financia l  Information

Revenue Expenses

Total Assets $7,141,780

Total Liabilities $1,970,000
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