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LET’S THINK DIFFERENTLY ABOUT NON-PROFITS

Let’s think about non-profits in a different way. The first step is to recognize the value we 
add to our community. As a Center for Independent Living we engage in empowerment 
and self-sufficiency.  We must  remain firm in understanding our contribution to the com-
munity as necessary and vital.  

Our contribution to the community is 
vast  -  we assist people in returning 
to work and stimulate job growth, 
we provide soft and durable medical 
equipment through our loan closet, 
we remove barriers so people can 
contribute to the community, socially 
and economically. We reduce govern-
ment spending by providing supports 
for people with disabilities so that 
they can live in their own homes and 
not in institutions. The cost differ-
ence between supporting someone in 
home and community  based services 
versus a nursing home is over $100K. 

The current fiscal situation in Alaska has generated discussion in our private and public 
sector for possible solutions. Many of these solutions have to do with economic stimula-
tion, federal matching funds, resource development, tourism, etc. The conversation also 
needs to recognize the fiscal contribution that non-profits provide. There are over 6,000  
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Doug White, Access Alaska - Executive Director, Michael Christian, 
SILC -  Board President, Doug Toelle, Access Alaska – Advocacy Direc-
tor at NCIL Conference 2017

“We are more than a non-profit; 
we are a critical disability rights 
and service organization that helps 
to fuel this state’s economy.”

non-profits in Alaska, this 
represents a large labor 
force as well as a signifi-
cant economic contribution. 
Access Alaska, through grant 
and Medicaid funding draws 
down over $3.5M from the 
federal government annually

We talk in Alaska about federal matching for state capital projects: roads, bridges, etc., 
and we need to talk about the fact that the non-profit sector draws down significant fed-
eral funds that infuses the Alaska economy. 

While in Washington DC at the National Council on Independent Living conference, the 
chant from our march and rally to the nation’s capital repeats in my head: “We’re here, 
We’re loud, Disabled and Proud!” We need to keep up the chant in Alaska, non-profits are 
here, we need to be loud and proud of the work we do to support our community. 

Doug White, Executive Director



BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Mladen Begojevic moved to Alaska from Serbia in 2007 on a basketball schol-
arship from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. During his time at UAF he travelled all 
over the state coaching basketball to kids in villages. He graduated with a degree in 
business and accounting and immediately found employment in Anchorage. He moved 
to Anchorage and began working for the company that does auditing for Access Alaska. 

An accounting romance began 
when he met his future wife who 
also worked for the same company. 
They started a family and have a 
4-year-old daughter. Together they 
founded Clear Idea Accounting and 
Consulting. Most of their clients 
are non-profits. 

A new member to the Access 
Alaska board, Mladen’s financial 
background is a huge asset to the 
board. He serves on the Finance 
Committee and his quick mind 
for numbers and problem solving 
abilities provide a lot of help with 
board matters. 

He has been impressed by the amazing and caring energy of the staff and volunteers at 
Access Alaska. That energy is contagious and he is now passionate about independent 
living and disability rights.

“Access Alaska is a hidden jewel 
when it comes to what they do. 
They have an amazing mission and 
the staff care so much.”

During our conversation, Mladen 
reflected on the difference be-
tween the care that the elderly 
and disabled receive in Serbia 
versus Alaska. In Serbia, due to 
certain economical difficulties, 
the elderly and disabled are 
marginalized and there are no 
organizations devoted to dis-
ability rights. Whereas in Alaska, 
there are numerous organiza-
tions including Access Alaska that 
provide these services. He is so 
inspired by the service organiza-
tions that abound in Alaska that 
he hopes to someday create an 
organization like Access Alaska in 
Serbia.
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Our Anchorage Office has been so busy!! With Fall quickly approaching we are enjoying 
the warm weather while we can.  Those long holiday weekends are lovely. 

Our Consumer Directed Personal Care Ser-
vices (CDPCS) program has been busy as well. 
We have a new Program Associate Christine 
Sundly who is quickly learning her job and is a 
strong team player.  We are currently serving 
Medicaid, VA and Private Pay consumers to 
help those who choose to, live independently 
in their own home. Direct Service Provider 
Recognition Week was Sept 10-16 and we’d 
like to say “Thank You” to all those who work 
so hard to care for our consumers. 

Our Durable Medical Equipment (DME) department works hard to process all of the do-
nations that come our way. Dan Davis, a long time DME employee has gone to follow his 
new career path and we have a new DME employee, Karl Eklund. Karl seems to be quick 
learner and is greatly appreciated for his enthusiastic personality.

We have been going through the stage of 
change and we are happy to announce that 
Briget Barstad has been promoted to Inde-
pendent Living Program Manager.  We also 
have two new Independent Living Advocates, 
Jonnie Kokoscka and William Byrum to round 
out the IL Program. 

3

Christine Sundly, Access Alaska – Program Associate

ANCHORAGE

March and Chalk to celebrate the 27th Anniversary of the ADA



The Fairbanks community enjoyed another spec-
tacular year at the Tanana Valley State Fair and 
helped celebrate the 27th year of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) at the two day event 
that Access Alaska and WallBusters host annu-
ally. Michele Coston, a Traumatic Acquired Brain 
Injury Specialist at Access Alaska, and Darral Mc-
Birney, a WallBuster member, worked together 
as co-chairs to orchestrate this wonderful event 
of ADA recognition. This year our two days at the 
fair were showered with good fortune instead of 
rain as the sunshine invited crowds of people to 
meander through the fairgrounds. 

A total of nineteen local disability and senior 
oriented agencies joined Access Alaska and 
WallBusters to further educate the public on 
available resources and services here in the Inte-
rior. 

The Disability Obstacle Course (DOC) was widely 
popular yet again especially among our younger 
audience as each participate got to experience 
the challenges of navigating through an engi-
neered obstacle course preforming daily living 
activities as a wheelchair user. Steve Martz, the 
Equipment Specialist at Access Alaska, revamped 
the DOC by collaborating with Sani-Can to get 
a fully accessible portable outhouse as part of 
the course. This was a hit with participants and 
really illustrated the ordinary hurdles of using 
assistive equipment day to day.

Wheelchair Basketball was back with thanks to 
Challenge Alaska for loaning their sport wheel-
chairs allowing us to have open court time as 
well as several organized 3v3 games exempli-
fying inclusion and demonstrating how people 
who experience a disability participate in recre-
ational activities too. 

None of this public education and outreach 
would have been possible without the endur-
ing commitment from our remarkable sponsors. 
Access Alaska and WallBusters would like to 
sincerely thank AlasConnect, Fairbanks Rotary 
Club, United Way of the Tanana Valley, Arctic 
Fire and Safety, Challenge Alaska, Tanana Valley 
Sportsmen’s Association, Fox Lions Club, Dimond 
Fencing, Alaska Center for Children and Adults, 
Sani-Can, Trademark, Statewide Independent 
Living Council of Alaska, and the Tanana Val-
ley State Fair (TVSF). Each of these businesses 
contributed in vital ways offering time, money, 
equipment, items, space, and unwavering sup-
port to make this celebration a success. We look 
forward to partnering with fellow agencies and 
businesses again next year to honor the 2018 
ADA anniversary. 

FAIRBANKS: TANANA VALLEY STATE FAIR
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Alaina Ctibor, Access Alaska – Program Associate, Bonnie Low, 
Independent Living Advocate, Ryan White



FAIRBANKS: PRE-EMPLOYMENT TRANSITION SERVICES 

KENAI

The Kenai office is pleased to introduce our new Program Associate, Valerie Flake.  We think she is 
a very good fit and is learning this huge process quite competently.  Valerie is a CNA with nursing 
home experience and was actually already employed with Access Alaska as a DSP for the past year.  
We welcome her to our team!

It is estimated that there are 6,000+ Veterans who call the Kenai Peninsula home.  In the year since 
Access Alaska started providing services to veterans our office has served nine of them.  We look 
for every opportunity to spread the word that getting services begins with the veteran asking their 
VA doctor for a referral for Homemaker/Home Health Aid or Respite services.  

Life is good on the Kenai!

OUR VISION: Alaska is a place where every elder and person with a disability is 
empowered to advocate for full integration in their community of choice as an active, 
engaged and valued member.

OUR MISSION: Access Alaska encourages and promotes the total integrtion of 
people who experience a disability and elder Alaskans to live independently in the 
community of their choice.

The Fairbanks Pre-Employment Transition Services team is happy to report a wildly successful sum-
mer! Independent Living Advocate (ILA) Meagan Scheer and AmeriCorps VISTA Christine Charron 
saw sixteen students complete the Summer Work Program. Each group of students presented a new 
set of challenges and a lot of fun as we explored fourteen businesses and organizations over the 
course of each four-week session. We had the aid of two AmeriCorps VISTA Summer Associates, An-
nie Reifsnyder and Eloy Ponce, as well as Summer Work Program veteran, Lemara Lane to facilitate 
the program with nary a hitch.

Some highlights for staff and students included a day spent completing an employment scavenger 
hunt via bus, helping students familiarize themselves with public transit. Calypso Farm & Ecology 
Center was a polarizing site, helping many students realize their interest (or disinterest) in hands on 
labor tasks. Participants explored self-advocacy with our very own Art Delaune and practiced those 
skills regularly on job sites, and beyond the individual sphere to advocate for youth issues with 
Mayor Ward of North Pole in a mock City Council meeting. We are eager to report that one student 
gained employment at a work-site immediately, and others received amazing positive feedback 
from worksite supervisors. Meagan and Christine are incredibly proud and amazed by the growth 
they witnessed in just four short weeks. 

This fall, we are diving head first into our in-school sessions, recruiting at the five area high schools 
and exploring options for expansion of recruitment and work-based learning opportunities in the 
community. We are excited to see what the new school year brings! 
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SOUTHWEST

MAT-SU

We were able to work with Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska on Supplemental Services. We were able 
to server 15 elders and able to get additional medical supplies out to 9 villages. We are looking for-
ward to continue to assist in getting necessary medical supplies out to Western Alaska. 

Greetings from the Mat Su office where we are enjoying the wonderful things of life such as the 
Alaska State Fair, crisp autumn air and beautiful sunsets! 
 
We were able to enjoy a lovely day at the State Fair as a part of the Disability Resource Fair.  There 
were over 15 vendors there sharing information about resources across the state.  We were able to 
represent Access Alaska and share information about Independent Living and Personal Care Ser-
vices provided by our agency.  There were many people who didn’t realize that Access Alaska is a 
statewide organization!  We had a wonderful time educating the public about our agency and net-
working with the other vendors.
 
Our office is currently partnering with the Mat Su Borough to bring an emergency preparedness 
training to our consumers.  In addition to training our consumers on the best strategies for emer-
gency preparedness, the borough wants to have a conversation with our consumers on the best way 
to help them in the event of a disaster.  They are interested in things such as service animals, oxy-
gen use, immobile individuals, etc. to ensure that all of our community members are cared for.  We 
will send out invitations and make phone calls to all of our consumers when that training is sched-
uled so that everyone has the opportunity to participate.
 
Finally, we are excited that our partnership with the Veterans Administration is going well and we 
have been able to serve more veterans through our PCA program.  This is a very important part of 
the services we provide to our community.  Many of us have been touched by the military and we 
are honored to be able to give back to our service members in this way.

We are currently in 12 villages with 33 con-
sumers and over 24 Direct Service Provider 
(DSP) staff. We are gearing up for our fall 
trip to the villages. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank  the DSP’s that work in 
Southwest Alaska for making this program 
successful another year. Without your ded-
ication, understanding and wanting to help 
your community this program would not be 
where it is today.  I thank you for all your 
hard work.   

Spring trip in Chefornak with Shannon Eastwood-Koleszar left, Louise Erik 
center and Theresa Erik-Tom right
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Southwest has been collaborating with Bris-
tol Bay Native Association TVR on partnering 
trips to villages.   We’ve also been working 
with Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation and 
collaborating on how we can both help sup-
port the community members in the Bristol 
Bay region. 



Senator Lisa Murkowski
522 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6665
Fax: (202) 224-5301

Anchorage: (907) 271-3735
Fairbanks: (907) 456-0233
Juneau: (907) 586-7277
Ketchikan: (907) 225-6880

email: https://www.murkowski.
senate.gov/contact/email

Morgan Griffin - Legislative 
Assistant
morgan_griffin@murkowski.
senate.gov

Senator Dan Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-3000
Fax: (202) 224-6501

Anchorage: (907) 271-5915
Fairbanks: (907) 456-0261
Juneau: (907) 586-7277
Wasilla: (907) 357-9956
Kenai: (907) 283-4000
Ketchikan: (907) 225-6880

email: https://www.sullivan.
senate.gov/contact/email

Tyler Roberts - Legislative 
Assistant
tyler_roberts@sullivan.senate.
gov

Congressman Don Young
2314 Rayburn House Office 
Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5765
Fax: (202) 225-0425
Anchorage: (907) 271-5978
Fairbanks: (907) 456-0210

email: https://donyoung.house.
gov/contact/

CONTACTING OUR 
ALASKA DELEGATES
During the recent Heath Care debate it was often difficult to contact 
our Alaska delegation frustrating many advocates. Local offices for 
Senators Sullivan and Murkowski often had full voicemail boxes and 
local staff were unable to return the volume of calls they received. 
Postcards and letters can take up to two weeks because of security 
precautions.

Here is a list of contact options. Calling the Washington, DC office, 
using the webmail link or emailing staff directly is often a easier way 
to connect with the offices. If you have to leave a message make sure 
you leave your name, phone number and zip code.

Next issue we will look at the Disability Integration Act. The Dis-
ability Integration Act (S.610/H.R. 2472) is bicameral, bipartisan 
legislation introduced by Senator Schumer (D-NY) and Congressman 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) to address the fundamental issue that people 
who need Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS) are being forced 
into institutions and losing their basic civil rights. The DIA builds on 
the over 25 years of work done to provide seniors and people with 
disabilities home and community-based services (HCBS) as an al-
ternative to institutionalization. We’ll give you a chance to use this 
contact information.



Thank you to all our 2017 donors. 
We couldn’t do it without YOU! 

You can support independent 
living and disability rights in 
Alaska by donating to Access 
Alaska today. 

AccessAlaska.org 
info@accessalaska.org 
facebook.com/AccessAlaska

INCLUSION CIRCLE $1-$100
Anne Habza
Barb Doty
David Falsey
Diane Wilke
Doreen Sullivan
George Tillman
Jack  Perry
Jeff Blevans
John and Sandra Christopherson
Kent McMartin
Linda Wetzel
Mark and Leslie Kroloff
Pamela Jarvis
Retah HICKS
Robert L Connor
Rodman Kieft
Susan Davelsteen
Theodore ‘Dick’ Ellsworth
Tom Parker
Garnett & James Ahkiviana
Vernon Sisto
Daniel James Davis
Steve Martz
Henry Brod
Tamara T
Mark Bonty
Barbara Hayes
Barbara Jensen
Burnie Hall
Charles Hinde
Ken Lisbourne
Lallenia Venarchick
Michael McGill
Norma Facer
Reba Lowe
Regina Nistler
Vivian Disento
Wayne Gibson
Chris Clark
Dale Hartzler
Darryl Troutman
Debbi Jorzabski
Denise Rader
Diane Dummer
Donna Vinberg
Edna Syfko
Eiku Kawaba
Eloisa Melgar
George Ziegler
Harriett Oberg
James Rustad
Jeff Dotz
Johnathan K
Jordan Weed
Linda Stowers
Maria Peterson
Mary Walter

 Michael O’Neill
 Natalie Liazenby
 Norman Grantham
 Sherry Butler
 Vera Fusk
 Vernon Stanford
 Christine Menelons
 Cornella Ryon
 Darlene Shultz
 Debra M
 Dolores Torrigino
 Elizabeth Brown
 Erin Knotek
 Josie Phillips
 Letty Deloatch
 Nevada Walton
 Patricia Lee McNiven
 Roy O Siah
 Amazon Smile
 Dianne Stevens
 Ephenia Thomas
 Jeff Buchholz
 Bill Cole
 Deborah Koons
 Jamie Adler
 Janie Snyder
 Natalie Brucher
 Sharon Peek
 Sidney Bertz
 Warren Cummings
 Allison Rein
 Anna Marie Oudal
 Anuska Ishnook
 Carol Ryan
 Charlote Sartor
 Cynthia Davis
 Deborah Horner
 Dorothy Ostanik
 Geoffry Wildridge
 Glenda Hanson
 Gloria Ouellette
 Greg Vanagel
 Jackie Russell
 Janet White
 Jeffery Wertz
 Jhon Sackett
 John Beehee
 Kerry Knudtzon
 Linda Casassa
 Lisa Jamieson
 Luiz Deoliveria
 Mark Crawly
 Mark Lynch
 Mark Nordman
 Pamela Lund
 Paula Burgan 
 Rebecca Hauser

DIGNITY CIRCLE $101-$250
Timothy Higdon
Barnes & Noble
Donna Dinsmore
Jeff Frizzell
Kathleen L Chapados
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Annette Koth
Linda Bruemmer
Tina Matthews
Fairbanks NSB School District

INTEGRITY CIRCLE $251-$500  
Albert ‘Bert’ E Bell
Arta Louise Smith
Kroger Fred Meyer
Fairbanks Emblem Club #109

EMPOWERMENT  CIRCLE $5,001-$10,000
Golden Valley Electric Company –
Good Cents Program
Foundation Health Partners, 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital

PASSION  CIRCLE $501-$1000
George Hisamoto
Rotary Club of Fairbanks
AlasConnect
Alliant Insurance Services

ADVOCACY CIRCLE $1,001-$5,000
Mat-su Health Foundation

Stand Down
Vera Flowers
Frank Box
Alice Smiley
Betsy Pelkan
Chris Van Breukelen
Julie Runyan
Frederich Moore

Fore more info:


